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Ricardo participates in project creating the 
self-driving car that can ‘see’ around corners  
 

 The £4.7 million project will develop vehicles that can ‘see 
around corners and through obstacles, improving the 
capability of self-driving cars 

 Jaguar Land Rover is leading AutopleX project to 
investigate pioneering safety improvements for self-
driving technology 

 The project is combining connected, automated and live 
mapping tech to allow self-driving cars to ‘see’ and ‘talk’ 
to each other 

 Jaguar Land Rover is joined by Highways England, INRIX, 
Ricardo, Siemens, Transport for West Midlands and 
Warwick University in the Innovate UK funded project 

 

Led by Jaguar Land Rover, AutopleX, is a £4.7 million project to develop self-driving 

cars that can ‘see’ at blind junctions and through obstacles. AutopleX will combine 

connected, automated and live mapping tech so more information is provided earlier 

to the self-driving car. This enables automated cars to communicate with all road 

users and obstacles where there is no direct view, effectively helping them see, so 

they can safely merge lanes and negotiate complex roundabouts autonomously. 

 

Chris Holmes, Connected and Autonomous Vehicle Research Manager at Jaguar 

Land Rover said: “This project is crucial in order to bring self-driving cars to our 

customers in the near future. Together with our AutopleX partners, we will merge our 

connected and autonomous research to empower our self-driving vehicles to operate 

safely in the most challenging, real-world traffic situations. This project will ensure we 

deliver the most sophisticated and capable automated driving technology.” 
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“We’re really pleased to be part of the AutopleX team that has secured funding to focus 

on this crucial aspect of autonomous vehicle research,” added Ricardo chief operating 

officer Mark Garrett. “Autonomous vehicles offer the prospect of improved safety, 

efficiency and environmental sustainability of transportation. We look forward to 

working with our partners on the AutopleX project which will, I believe, deliver some 

highly useful insights that help pull forward the implementation of this very promising 

technology.”  

 

AutopleX will develop the technology through simulation and public road testing both 

on motorways and in urban environments in the West Midlands. Highways England, 

INRIX, Ricardo, Siemens, Transport for West Midlands and WMG at the University of 

Warwick join the AutopleX consortium, which was announced as part of Innovate 

UK’s third round of Connected and Autonomous Vehicle Funding in March 2018.  

 

Ends  
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With a 
century of delivering excellence and value through technology, our client list includes the 
world's major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, 
energy companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values 
of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to 
achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. Ricardo is listed in the FTSE4Good 
Index, which identifies global companies that demonstrate strong environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) practices. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
 
 
AutopleX is a consortium launched in March 2018 to support the introduction of self-driving 
vehicles into the UK. UK AutopleX brings together leading technology and automotive 
businesses, forward-thinking local authorities and academic institutions to deliver a major UK 
trial of autonomous and connected vehicle technologies taking place in the Midlands and 
Coventry City Centre. AutopleX is jointly funded by government and industry. The competition 
was delivered by the UK’s innovation agency, Innovate UK. 
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